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Built in 1860, this building’s cost was $10,500. It was
built as a lobby for passengers and a place for railroad
workers to sleep. The building we are talking about is the
Huntsville Depot. Some of its distinctive architectural features
include brick walls with a stone foundation and a pitched roof
with brackets under the eaves. There are two-over-two
rounded windows with eyebrows and also a dentil cornice.
Inside, the concrete flooring on the first floor was the first
concrete floor made in Huntsville and there is a large concrete
arch on the 2nd floor. The third floor dates from 1860 and is
made from heart of pine.
One of the most exciting events in the Depot’s history
could have happened like this. The station master will tell you
more:
Chu-Chu-Chugga, Chugga, Chugga. Attention, all
passengers, we will be stopping at the Memphis & Charleston
Railroad Company in Huntsville, Alabama. Blue coats have
been spotted. Don’t panic, we will be pulling into the station
in two minutes. We suggest you hide. Chu-Chu. Please exit
quickly. Attention all, blue coats were sighted 3 miles from
here. Take cover now! Bang! Pow! Help! Not my husband,
please no! Are they gone? I think so! What a mess.
Conductor, we have counted at least 100 cars and 18
locomotives captured. Right now we estimate 150 soldiers
captured. It is horrible!
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At 6 a.m. on the morning of April 11, 1862, the Federal
troops came and captured the Depot. They took 159 soldiers
captive. The Confederate soldiers were jailed on the third
floor, before they were shipped to jail up north. If you come
to the Depot today, on the 3rd floor you can see the graffiti
left by some soldiers. Writings include “Happy New Year to
All” and “Monday Breakfast, October 13th til’ November
13th.”
We think it is wonderful that the Depot was preserved. It
has so much there to enjoy and see and learn about, such as
the strange writing, the architectural features, the interesting
history. If you want to enjoy the Depot as much as we did,
visit today.
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